Intentional retrieval of viabil stent-grafts from the biliary system.
The present report describes the intentional retrieval of six Viabil stent-grafts from the biliary system. The six stent-grafts were successfully removed from five patients with a mean time from placement to retrieval of 38 days. Successful retrieval was independent of underlying disease etiology and included strictures associated with benign disease, malignant disease, disease of unknown etiology, and stent-graft misplacement. There were no complications resulting from stent-graft retrieval. Intentional removal of Viabil stent-grafts is technically feasible. Further study is necessary to establish its potential role in the management of biliary disease.